
 

 

DWPC Clubhouse Chair Carolyn Clemmer-Smith’s 2017-18 Report  
 
 
Projects Completed: 
 

Just when we thought things were slowing down after all the restoration work last year on our beloved 
Club House, the Burr Studio, Michael BeDan our caretaker emailed me that the back fence was 
falling apart and that others without a home thought it was nifty place to come check out. Luckily, 
within a short time and with the help of others we got the fence back to working and locking properly. 
Phew.  
 
Mostly I am glad that since the fence episode we’ve been able to keep to yearly maintenance sorts of 
things, gutter cleaning, replacing the leaking faucets upstairs, carpet cleaning, and the like. 
 
During the winter Marcia Goldstein and I worked on cleaning out the upstairs closet, where we had 
stuffed away valuables prior to the restoration work done upstairs last year on the ceiling, walls and 
windows. We reorganized and kept many photos, documents, and other useful things, recycled 
others, and found a few special treasures hidden away. At the same time, Nan Campbell, Nancy 
Foster, and Peg Ekstrand cleaned out the kitchen and neighboring cupboards, and desk drawers.   
 
For me the most exciting was rewelding and reinstalling the Japanese lamp in the front entryway that 

the Burrs gifted to the club when we bought it. It took five entities other to get the job done:  Bonnie 

Brae Lighting & Repair, who suggested I take the lamp to Heabler Metal Products for rewelding, 
the Color Cord Company who thankfully had the right size replacement cord, and ACE 
Hardware, who finally put the unit properly back together.  Lastly, our talented handy man, 
Dale Hull, reinstalled the lamp.  
 
While Dale was there I had him re-secure the vintage lamp on our newel post in the main 
room, fix the glass door in the front room’s built-in cabinet, install a smoke detector upstairs, 
and test the others.  

 
Projects In Process: 
 
Restoration:   
 
As everyone knows, the upholstery on the walls of our main room has seen better days, and for 
several years the linen has water stains and is coming off the wall. Our goal is to restore the wall 
covering (rather than much more expensive replacement). 
 
Corrine Brown (interior designer and former DWPC President) has graciously volunteered to spear-
head the “ReDeco” re-decorating committee, which includes Marcia Goldstein, Anne Randolph, 
Becky Benes, Susan Alt Johnson, Mary Kelly O’Donnell, and Carolyn Clemmer-Smith.  We hired 
Chase Carpets to clean the lower section of the south wall as a test. Chase was able to remove the 
stains and soiled areas, so we are planning for them to clean the rest of the fabric walls as well.  We 
are also getting bids on re-tacking the fabric.  Another step is to figure out our best options for the 
either cleaning or replacing the skylight blinds.  Each part of the puzzle is dependent on the next as 
well as the previous. 
 
 



 

 

Redecorating:   
 
Historic documents describe the club house as a mix of English, Dutch and Craftsman styles, with a 
Swiss Chalet "front porch," duplicated for the Burrs from a drawing he did while he and Elizabeth 
were in Switzerland.  In 1997 the redecorating committee, guided by famed interior designer Jim 
Hartley, went with the English Country theme which was popular back then. Since then, the club has 
also drawn upon Arts and Crafts style items in keeping with photographs of Burr's original studio 
space.   
 
Spurred by generous member donations over the last several years, including a recent major 
contribution by Susan Alt Johnson, our new ReDeco committee has met several times both at the 
club house and the Denver Design Center to find replacement fabrics for the settees (whose fabric is 
coming apart), drapes, and other furniture that will be in sync with the interpretation of the room and 
house by Hartley, as well as its historic roots. 
 
We are also keeping Burr's art work in mind and his interpretation of the house in the forefront of our 
planning, hoping to incorporate some elements of the Arts and Crafts Movement evident, without 
making the clubhouse darker than it already is.  Hartley chose the carpet and defined the house as 
English Country, and so we are drawing upon his color palette, as well as some of the colors in both 
Burr’s colored etching (a technique which he developed while living in the house) - along with the 
colors in the painting of Mary Elitch Long.  Our foremost goal is for DWPC members and the 
community to enjoy the historic house and its welcoming interior for generations to come. 

 
The Future: 
Our goal is to complete the restoration and redecorating project before the end of 2018 – our 
120th anniversary year!  As we restore and refresh our beloved clubhouse, we will maintain the 
space as a warm, inviting, and functional gathering place that our foremothers envisioned long ago.  
In order to properly protect our greatest asset, we are also working on written guidelines and an 
“official” agreement form for those wishing to use and/or rent our club house.  
 
Special thanks to Michael BeDan, our beloved House Caretaker, for his dedication and many extra 
efforts to keep our house safe, sound, and welcoming. 
 
 

 


